[A case of tuberculous pericarditis developing constrictive pericarditis].
A case of constrictive pericarditis which developed after the onset of clinical manifestation of tuberculous pericarditis was reported. A 75-year-old male, complaining of anorexia, was admitted to our hospital. Adenosinedeaminase (ADA) level in pericardial effusion was found to be increased, and the culture of pericardial effusion was positive for tubercle bacilli. Diagnosed as having tuberculous pleuritis and pericarditis, he underwent chemotherapy for tuberculosis. However, massive pleural effusion developed later and pleural effusion drainage was carried out. Despite repeated drainage, pleural effusion continued to recur. Chest CT revealed apparent pericardial thickening, in addition, cardiac catheterization revealed elevation of mean right atrial pressure and marked deterioration of cardiac functions including decrease of cardiac output. These findings were compatible with constrictive pericarditis. After these investigations a diagnosis of constrictive pericarditis was established, and the patient underwent a pericardiectomy. Pathological examination of resected specimens revealed tuberculous inflammation.